
MAKING THE ROSARY OUR FAMILY PRAYER. 

As a little girl at home with my parents and four siblings, we prayed the rosary most 

evenings. By the time I was in high school, the practice had stopped. Since I was the 

second oldest child in the family, my much younger siblings didn't grow up with the 

same experience. Now, I am the only Catholic among my siblings. (“The Family 

That Prays The Rosary Together” published in Catholic Mom, November 8, 2013) 

 

Dear friends, we are coming to the end of the October Rosary devotion. During this 

month, we prayed Rosary, that “unique contemplative prayer through which, 

guided by the Lord’s Heavenly Mother, we fix our gaze on the face of the 

Redeemer in order to be conformed to His joyful, light-filled, sorrowful and 

glorious mysteries” (Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus message of October 2, 2005). It 

would be nice to hear from every parishioner how they carried out the Rosary 

devotion this month. We all know that praying the Rosary daily does not end with 

the month of October; but having prayed it fervently this month and obtained many 

graces, how can we make it an integral part of our family prayers? The famous 

saying of Father Patrick Peyton that “the family that prays together stays together” 

should challenge us to see the importance of Christian family prayer. Even though 

the Rosary is a necessary family prayer for our times, today more than before, many 

families are finding it more difficult to pray the Rosary. Like the writer in the article 

cited from Catholic Mom above, many Christians have seen prayer and the Rosary 

disappear completely from the family. 

 

When we pray together as a family, we open our family doors to Christ who stands 

at the door knocking (cf Rev. 3.20); we make him the center of our lives. He will 

touch our lives to live in a manner worthy of our call, with all humility and 

gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another through love, striving to preserve 

the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace (Eph 4.1-2). Given the many 

challenges facing family life today, we need to pay more attention to the urgent need 

for Christian family, and anchor our lives deeply in Christ Jesus. 

 

Being very Christocentric in nature, because “it has all the depth of the Gospel 

message in its entirety,” the Rosary “fosters among the faithful that commitment to 

the contemplation of the Christian mystery.” This contemplation is an essential 

ingredient in Christian family life. “Many of the problems facing contemporary 



families, especially in economically developed societies, result from their increasing 

difficulty in communicating. Families seldom manage to come together, and the rare 

occasions when they do are often taken up with watching television [and attention 

on social media]. To return to the recitation of the family Rosary means filling daily 

life with very different images, images of the mystery of salvation: the image of the 

Redeemer, the image of his most Blessed Mother. The family that recites the Rosary 

together reproduces something of the atmosphere of the household of Nazareth: its 

members place Jesus at the center, they share his joys and sorrows, they place their 

needs and their plans in his hands, they draw from him the hope and the strength to 

go on” (John Paul II, Rosarium Virginis Mariae). In our families, how are we going 

to respond to the Holy Father’s clarion call to make the Rosary an essential part of 

family life?  This could mean that parents have to make very serious decisions to get 

the family prayer life back on track. Probably designating a particular time in 

morning or evening as Family Rosary time and requesting everyone to stop what 

they are doing and gather in the living room for prayers. Many families do this. 

 

While we remain committed to praying the Rosary every day in our parish Church 

before all Masses, it is our hope that all families in the parish community will also 

take this practice into their homes and make the Rosary their family prayer.  

 

May Our Lady, Queen of the Holy Rosary pray for us. 

 

God bless you all. 

Fr. Casmia 


